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THE RED PLAG

AND THE STARS AND STRIPES
AT COOPER UNION.

Three Thousand Soeialists In Mass
M eeting — Authorized Speakers
Define the Position of the Party
on the Flag Question—The Work
of the Chicago Convention Ably
Reviewed and Enthusiastically
Approvel—Speeches by Sheviteh,
Seunbert, Yogt and Reimer,

In answer to & call issued by the New
York Sections for a mass-meeting, the
Socialists of this city turned out in
force amt the Cooper Union last Monday
night. At 8 p.m. all the seats were
occupied and hundreds of belated per-
gons had tostand in the aisles and rear
of the great hall, while S.F. Shevitch
was delivering his speech, Over 3,000
people were present, and while the re-
peated outhursts of enthusissm recalled
the best days of 1886, the utterances
which were most applauded showed the
progress of ilens since that time, The
audience was divided about equally be-
tween the German and English-speaking
elements,

There wasin the hall a slight sprink-
ling of blue coats, from which emerged
the rabicund fuces of peacelul-looking
policernen, who were apparently quite
interested in the able presentation ot
gocinlism made by the speakers, They
listened with particular attention to the
explanation that was given of the
meaning of the red flag, and when a
reference was made to the scandalous
fortunes amassed by police and other
political magnates, they looked intently
to the floor,

After a short address by Comrade
August Delabar, secretary of the Na-
tional Baken' Union, who acted as
Chairman, 8, E, Shevitch took the floor.
In opening his remarks he sald, in sub-
stance, that the willful misrepresenta-
tions of the press concerning the flag in-
cident at the Chicago meeting, held un-
der the auspleesof the Socialist Labor
Party, had made it advisable for the
party to state in very plain language,
and if possible, once for all, the posi-
tion takken by socialists in relation to
the “red flag" and the *stars and
stripes.”™ The stars and stripes repre-
sent the American Nation, The red flag
represents Humamity. No socinlist in-
sults the American flag, for this would
be an insult to the American people.
The hissing at Chicago before the open-
ing of the meeting, if actually intended
for that flag, was certainly not the per-
formance of socialists. There are in
Chicago and else where numbers of peo-
ple, great haters of socialism, who daily
insult the American flag. Take, for
instance, the Chicago police, They in-
sult the American tlag without com-
punction. They insult it every day by
the use they mgke of the police power,
Bonfield's thugs have proved to be a
gang of robbers and murderers. But
there are otherinsulters of the American
flag. The United States Senators and
Congressmen, whose wealth can be
traced to no other source than the sell-
ing of their votes to great corporations,
do they not insult the American Hag?
The unfaithful legislators, the corrupt
politicians, ‘he ‘“‘S8ilver-Dollar Smiths,”
do they not insult the American flag?
The monopolists who buy the law, rob
the people andstarve the honest worker,
do they not insult the American flag?
These—not the poor industrious social-
ists—are the persons who disgrace and
insult the American nation.

“But it is objected sometimes,” con-
tinued the speaker, *‘that the red flag is
dearer to the socialists than the stars
and stripes.” Aye, this is true, The
American nation is only a part of man-
kind, and the symbol of one nation,
ever so ennobled by the achievements of
that nation inits struggle for liberty,
cannot be 80 dear to us as the universal
symbol Of humanity. The red flag, to
the color of which some ignorant per-
sons ob ject under the impression that it
means bloodshed, is in fact the only em-
blem of universal peace and brother-
hood. Its color symbolizes the human
blood, one and the same under any skin,
black, red, yellow or white. It has

been dyed in this blowd by the oppres-

sors of mankind throw ghout the world,

The speaker then reviewel the work
of the convention at Chicagound read
amid great applause tkae opening para-
graphs of the platfor-m, “These are,”
he said, *‘the principless upon which the
Socialist Labor Party stands before the
people of the United States, Are they
unAmerican? Or are they the natural
logical, inevitable sequaence and comple”
ment of the principles prochimed by
the founders of the Arnerican Republic
in their Declaration of Independence ?
Don't we see¢ every <lay that political
liberty is a sham unde r a system of eco-
nomic slavery? Why dos the people of this
country, year after yesar, send o their
legislative and execu tive bodies the
same corrupt servants of their oppres-
wors?  Is it not becauser, under our eco-
nomic system, they either become too
ignorant to understamid the cuuse of
their misery, or are he&d in such bond-
age and surveillance b ¥ their employ ers
that they must vote as  theydre told to
do? Suppose, s Hen ry George would
say, Robinson Crusoe and hisman Fri-
day on an island, Bot h agree that po-
litical liberty, free speech and all that
ghall forever remain anabridged; but
Robinson Crusoe reser wes to himself the
ownership of the land zmnd of every in-
strument of labor, W ill not Friday be
the slave of Crusoe in spite of his right
to talk and to vote? Im thisillustration
Robinson Crusoe symabolizes the few
thousands who own all  the lund and in-
struments of labor in ®his vast country,
and Friday personifies the millions of
‘free citizens' who are held in the most
abject economic depen dence,

“If, after what I hawe said, there are
some who still believe  that the princi-
ples of Socialism are un-American, or
can never take root in the American
soil, let me read to thexm thisdocument.”
Here the speaker read the declaration of
princi of the Natiomalist Clubs, *‘Xe
not this Bocialism, pure md simple?
And who are the men whospeak so?
Are they foreigners? No they are
Americans, whose fathvers, grandfathers
and great-grandfathers were Ameri-
cans, The world is moving and
whether or not we live long enough to
seo it, the time must come when the
economic .fabric not of America alone,
but of the whole civilized world, will
rest upon these great p arinciples,

“Again,” continued the speaker,
“when we predict sa<h achange, and
when, taught by history, we predict
furthermore, that it may not take place
without a bloody revolution, it is stu-
pidly by some and curmxningly by others
asserted that we are acdvocates of force
and bloodshed, What would you think
of a man who would held the meteorol-
ogist of the Signal Sexrvice responsible
for the storms which thme latter predicts?
‘There is,” says the pgooor scientist, ‘a
slorm coming upon us with 4 velocity
of gighty miles per howr, Iiwilluproot
trees, tear houses dowwn, carry roofs
away, ete. Bewurel' *Why,' exclaims
the man, ‘this meteorologist cught to
be drugged down fro-m his tall tower
and quartered forthwath. Hanging is
too good for him, He 18 preparing @
storm that will blow any house down
and bury me under 1ts ruing! You
would, I trust, send such & manto the
lunatic asylum.

“History,"” said the spesker in con-
clusion, **teaches us tEaat no privileged
class ever relinquishesd its privileges
without fighting, even unto death, for
their preservation. Ewv ery conjuest of
liberty has been markesd by bloodshed.
This Republic has beern no exception to
the rule, and the most glorious pages of
ity history are red wath theblood of
those who fought a ceraturyago for its
independence, and of thost who later
fought for the abolitio-n of chattel slav-
ery, But while we Soc 1alists do not de-
lude ourselves into the Belief that wage-
slavery will be abolished without a
great struggle, we do not advocate
force; we commend economic organiza-
tion and independent pwolitical action of
the wage-workers as & clas, Let the
workingmen unite, amsd the day will
soon come when both thered flag and
the stars and stripes—the of the
nation and the flag of humaniy—will
wave upon the homes of a regenerated
and happy people,”
~ Comrades Seubert arad Reimer spoke
in German., They gave a (-um‘prehen-
sive account of the work of the Chicago
convention, and took t-he same ground
as Shevitch bad taken =n relation Lo the
flag uestion. Their rexmarks were fre-
quenity received with ¢ e most enthusi-
astic applause,

Hugo Vogt read the platform, and in
a few words commented upon the action
of the capitalistic press. He predicted
that the speeches made at this meeting.
if reported at all, womald be distoried
into the wildest and mosst improbable of
utterances. He challemged the pews-
papers to publish the platform, and
again predicted that they would not
dare to do so, Every ome of his predic-

tions proved true to a dot

ORGAN TZED LABOR.

WEEKLY MEETINGS OF THE
CENT RAL BODIES.

A Cunning A ttempt to Capture the
Lavor Vote Duly Frustrated
Samuel Gompers Declines to be a
Senator — He Asks and Recelves
the Advice of Orgunized Labhor,
No More Street Bands—General
News,

Last Sunday s meeting of the
CENTRAL. LABOR FEDERATION,

wag of great imaportance for the entire

labor movement in this country., The

proceedings were highly interesting, A

delegate of  DMlillers' and Millwrights'

Union No. 2 presided, There was &

very lirge attendance of delegates. An

invitation sent by the Rheinpfallzer

Mamnnerchor to iscoming entertain-

ment will be accepted if it be shown

that only union help s employed, and
ution beer axd cigars be sold on thal
oecasion,

Ivwas them  announced that Samuel

Gompers, presidentof the American Fed.
eration of Labor, was present for the pur
pose of asking the advice of the delegates
1 an eminently important matter, Mr,
Gompers was gerantéd the Hioor, and he
said that what he hudto lay before the
body might be of great importance not
only for the wworkmen of New York,
but of the whole country, He then
continued, to state thatw political nom-
ination hod  been tendered him by the
united Republicans and County Demo-
crits. He laugghed at the idea when the
rumor of the contemplated nomina tion
first resched him; but when he was
really arproa.ched by some politicians
he declined to definitely accept, as he
desired to comnsult some friends. He
was advised by them not to accept the
nomination wntil he bad obtained the
opinion of the labor organization of New

ork, Hehad been what he would
do in case he were elocted, and his an-
swér hiad beem that he would go to the
Senate ns a free man, absolutely un-
trammelled by promises made to any
set of politicians; he would pledge him-
self to nothing but the well known de
mands of labor. Atall events he would
only accept if the Central Labor Feder-
ation and the Central Labor Union told
him to do so. He concluded, saying:
“I am not going to make an attempt to
influence your decision; you are to da.
cideas you deem fit in the interest of
the labor mowvement. Ishall abide by
your decision.”  Mr, Gompers' remarks
were warmly applauded,

A lengthy dascussion followed. One
of the delegates attompted to “puafl™ the
canliduey of ome Roesch, the candidate
of rotten Tamamany in Mr, Gompers'
district, but the attempt was nipped in
the bud by the chdirman. Another
speaker declared that the constitution
of theUentral Labor Federation could
not be violated by indosing the nomin-
ations made by any of the old political
parties, and, before everything else,
“We cannot afford to lose Sam. Gom-
pors just yet!'™ A third speaker was in
fuvor of leavingg Mr. Gompers to decide
for hinself, w haale a fourth speaker said:
“The president of the American Federa-
tion of Labur cowmes to this body, which
is part of the orgunization he repre-
sents, to ask for our opinion. A ccord.
iug o my idea our amwer ought to be:
‘Touch not pitch, lest you be detiled!
From the mmdividual standpoint we
ought to thank MrGompers for his
siueerity, and  we should answer him
fravkly and homnestly, What could he
do for us if he wwereelected? The same
partics who have nominated him are
the gnes who to-day oppress labor.  The
Senate is but & chamber of prostitution,
notto be touched by workmen unless
elected upon  the labor ticket for the
direct purpose  of putting an end w
such prostitution.  Let us tell Mr. Gom-
pers that, if e desires to do his duty,
and all other wworkmen of this eity do
theirs, New York will soon become the
center of 4 great Amiticun Labor Party.
The Republicanns  and Democrats have
delivered this countryinto the clutches
of the monopolists, und for this reason
there can corme no mlvation to labor
from that side.*”

Several other delegates followed in
the same strain; and only two spoke in
favorof Mr. <€Gompens accepting the
nomination, their argument being that
this would be & guod opportunity of
eleclinga representative of Organized
Lalor 10 the State legiglature, a feat
several times attempled upon a labor
platform, but aldways unsuccessfully -

Mr, Gompers then formulated his gues
tion thus: “Does the Federation ad vise
Samuel Gompers to acept or decling
the nominatioms offered him ?°  The
vote stood as  Follows: 4 pgainst and 5
in favor of accepting part of the dele
gates refrained  from voting, W hen
Mr. Gompers said, I (hank you for
your advice, mxad I shall, of course, sul-
mit to the decasion of organized labor,
be was aguin lowsdly applauded.

The rules were then o pended

give the Harmonizing Committee an
opportunity of making its report. The
committee stated that no tinal report
could as yet vo made, as the financial
and political questions are still to be
settled  with the C, L. U, Debate
wis had, some of the delegates urging
immediate action, while others were in
favor of delay; one even spoke un-
reservedly against amalgamation with
the ', L. U,, but his remarks seemwl to
find little favor with the delegntes. The
matter was then dropped for the pres
ent,

The Committee on Organization re-
ported that there was a good prospect of
miting the Bakers' and Confectioners'
Unions of New York City under the
jurisdiction of the Journey men Bakers'
National Union

The Boycott Committee reported fa-
vorable progress of the special boyoott
against pool brewer Kunz, and that
Kunz would probably soon  make his
B@uyu with the Journeymen Brewers'

nion,

The secretary was instructed to nsk
the Fresco Panters' Union  whether
union beer is sold at their place of meet-
ing, the New York Maennerchor Hall;
and in regard to Beethoven Ilall, Con-
fectioners' Union No. 64 reported that
they will withdraw from the place un-
less bona jide union waiters are em-
ployed by the propriesor,

CENTRAL LABUR UNION,

Plenty of rain and muddy sreets
were the reasons why the last Sunday
meeting of the Central Lasbor Union
was 50 poorly altended.  Delegate Jus,
P. Archibald, of the Paperhangers, oo-
cupied the chair and hurried the pro-
ceedings in a determined manner. The
congeguence was that the meeting wd-
journed before five o’clogk had arrived.
George Cavanagh, of the A malgamated
Carpenters, was clected vice-chairman,
but was given no opportunity to act.

A co mmunicition from the Central

Labor Federation in reference to the
World boycott was read, stating that
scabs were employed in the press room
of that capitalistic sheet, and that Man-
agar Turner had broken his promise
to the wvarious committees that visited
him about employing union men, and
requesting that the body take action in
the matter. The communication was
placed on file and the secrewry in-
structed to notify the C, L. F. that ac-
fion in this matter had been laid over
for three weeks, till Turner's return
from abroad, as he promised to fulfill
his promise immediately upon his re-
turn,

From the Magnolia Association and
the Teutonia Labor Club it was reported
that one Fould and five other members
of the Urania Labor Club were still at
work at the Atalanta (lasino. The sec-
retary was given order to notify the
% L. F. of this fuct.

Cigarmakers' Progressive  Assembly
donated #5.00 to the striking trunk-
makers and a like sum to the C, L, U,
to help defray the expenses of the
Labor Day parude,

The Hexagon Labor Club  protested
Against the ruatrprti. nof the Frogressive
Tielayers of the C. L. F. with the
amalgamated body, as they were not a
boma fide labor obganization. It was
decided to send this protest before the
Committee on Harmony.

The Foundrymen's Association was in
favor of changing the date of meeting
from Sunday to some week night, but
the Cigarmakers' Progressive Assembly
and the Hexagon Labor Club were not,

An apology from the Housesmiths'
Union in regard to an insult offered to
u delegate of the Central Body at their
mesting was nceepted,

In answer to a question of informa-
tion, the members of the committee on
harmony or amalgamation stated that
a final report of the committee would by
handed in in three weeks. They re.
quested that the books of the C. L U,
be audited, and astatement of the finan-
clal standing of the body. bwe gaven into
their hands, in order to settle the finan-
cial matters of the two certral bodies
prior to their amalgamation. This re.
quest was granted and the officen of
the body 8o instructed,

The miscellaneous trades section had
sent the Following resolution, with a re-
quest to adopt it:

Resolved, That the Central Labor
Union do hereby protest against the
public nuisance of street bands; and be
it further

Resolved, That the Central Labor
Union demand of the Board of Alder.
men to pass upon the Mayor's ordinance
ngainst this obnoxious street nuisance,

Dele, Matthew Barr of the Tin and
Sheet-Iron Workers was of the opinion
that the time of the Central Labor
Union was too valuable to be frit-
tered away with such insignificant
megsures. Anyhow, it seemed as
if the musical unions wanted to mo-
nopolize all the music in the city. He
had heard as many arguments in favor
of not abolishing the street bands as to
the contrary. Delegate Thomas Doyle,
of the Cagarmakers’ Progressive Assem-
bly *ook up the cause of the musical
unio.  and said they wanted the street
musict. as to be abolished, because they

scabbed om organized musicians, The

Frice 3 Gents

resolution was  carried with a great
majority.

Recording Secretary Matthew Barr
handed in his resignation 0 secretary
on account of pressing business, The
resignation was accepled, and it was
resolved to elect  his muccessor at the
next meeting.

CURRENT EVENTS.

Life in the Nimeteenth Century—
Themes for.the Soclpl Reformer,

Murder, robbery, suicide, fatlure,
swindling, incendiariyn, elopement,
divorce, cruelty to  children, destitution
and other features of socinl life under
Capitalism are sup plyng this week the
usual number of headlines to our sensa-
tional press. We submita few of the
most noteworthy ocourrences:

A golden and  curly-baired  pretty
woman of 26 years, named Anna Meus.
sen, bearing a four-weeksold baby boy
in her arms, cume  into the Fifth Street
Station-House in the middle of the night
and requested shelter. There she told o
pitiful story of lowve, betrayal and ex-
ulsion. Mr, Gerry's society was noti-
ied, The Commissioners of Emigra-
tion, under whose careshe is still, with
the aid of the societyoflicers, will en-
deavor to find Annas former friend
and make him do her justice,

Charles Meyer, of Oskdale, Long
Island, is confined to hig home by inju-
ries received from oneof the bull-dogs
on William K, Vanderbilts country es-
tate. Bome of the peopleliving in the
neighborhood say that Mr, Vanderbilt's
dogs are in the habit of attacking
people passing  long the road. The
dog has not yet been killed.

Attention has at last leen called by
the press to the violation by policemen
of the regulations which require them
to carry their clubs in their belts or
pockets instead of in their hands. The
club is given the policeman merely for
his own defense, and he must not use it
for any other purpose,

Miss Clara Huntington, daughter of
the American rail king, was mar-
ried this jweek in London to Prince
Hatzfeldt, a dissipated sclon of the Eu-
ropean nobility,  Ten million dollars
was the price she paid for the right to
embroider a coronet on her handker-
chief. The newspapers are mistaken in
adding that she abjured ler religion in
order to become a  princess, The God
of such a woman is the mighty dollar.

Reports of a terrible drought in some
counties of Minnesota are pouring in,
On the other hand it appears that the
recent appeal through the public press
for alleged sufferers from drought in
Dakota is unwarranted by the facts,
A fair crop was harvested in the locali
ties where destitution is aleged to ex-
ist.

Ina low tenement houss, known as
“The Morgue,” a drunken woman last
Sunday became infuristed because her
little daughter, 12 yearsold, refused to
get a pint of beer. She threw her
down, bit her arms and legs lik a mad
dog, slammed her heud repeatedly on
the floor, then lifted her h’]f t‘u- hair and
cast her into the street. The poor girl,
with four other childrin younger than
herselfl, was placed 1n the care of Gierry's
Society.

Herman O, Pollanz, acgar packer,
has gained a judgmentin the City Court
for #5320 agsinst Cieorge Barnstoff, a
policeman. Pollanz  wus standing in
front of the cigar factory un 2d avenue
where he worked during the last car
drivers' strike, and hewis ordered to
move on by Barnstofl. He did not at
once obey, and the polieman struck
him with his fist, knocking a tooth
out. Barnstoff claimed that he took
Pollanz for a striker. Helet one judg-
ment be taken against him by default,
It was for $100 and was given by a
sheriff's jury. Barmstoll wis not satis
fled with it, and moved to have the de-
fault opened and the case tried in the
City Court,

While the Cincinnati pople are en-
joying a reduction of the price of beer
to threa cents a glass, the Central Li-
quor Dealers’ Association of New York
is making an effort to mis it to ten
cents a pint.

Willinm Matsen is a seaman attached
to the Boston ship Landser, He was
charged with making a deadly assault
upon one of the officers of the vessel on
u voyage from the Philippine Islands,
and was arraigned before United States
Commissioner Shields last Monday. The
complainant in the case was the first
officer, George A. Shipp, The officer
was willing to withdraw the charge of
mutiny if the sailor would not prosecute
for ill-treatment. Matsen took the pro-
sosal under adviserment, Haclaimed to
an- drawn a knife only to save his
life when he was being beaten with be-
laying pins.

A man who was caught stealing bread
in a small cake bakery at Paterson,
N. J., darted off to the river, jumped in
and was drowned in sightof his cap-
tor.
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OFFICIAL NOTICE.

SOCIALIST LLABOR PARTY.

csuzﬁAL'vorz.

To All Sectiona of the S. L. P.:

ComranEs—The  platform, constitu-
tion and resolutions adopted by the
party convention held in Chicago from
the 12th to the 16th of October, are
herewith submitted to you for your
general vote.

We ask fora prompt and detailed re-
port of the result,

The exact number of votes cast for
and against sach proposition must be re-
ported.  The reports must be in our
hands within four weeks of this date.

New Yonrg, Oct. 28, 180,

Tur Nar. Ex, (om, 8, L, P,
B, J. Greren, Sec'y,
25 East Fourth street, N, Y,

TAkE NoTICE!

The following nine points are to be
voled on: 1. The mew platform; 9. the
new constitution—all the amendments;
4-8, the resolutions; 9. seat of the Na-
tional Executive Committee and Board
of Grievances, Any unfavorable votes
on particular amendments to the consti-
tution must be separately reported.

I.
PLATFORM,

The Socialist Labor Party of the
United States, in convention assembled,
resserts the inalienable right of all
men to life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness,

ith the founders of the Ameri-
can republic we hold that the pur-
pose of government is (0 secure ev-
ery citizen in the enjoyment of this
right; but in the light of our social con-
ditions we hold, furthermore, that no
such right can be exercised under a
tem of economic inequality, essen
destructive of life, of liberty, and &
hawainm. :

ith thel founders of this repub-
lic we hold that the true theory of
politice is that the machinery of gov-
ernment must be owned and controlled
by the whole people; butin the light of
our industrial development we hold,
furthermore, that the true theory of
economica is that the machinery of
production must likewise belong to the
people in common,

To the obvious faoct that our despotic
system of economics is the direct oppo-
site of our democratic system of poli-
tics, can rlninly be traced the existence
of a privileged class, the corruption of
government by that class, the alienation
of public property, public franchises
and public functions to that class, and
the abject dependence of the mightiest
of nations upon that class.

Again, through the pervemion of de-
mocracy to the ends of plutoeracy, labor
it robbed of the wealth which it alone
produces, is denied the means of self-
employment, and, by compulsory idle-
ness in wage-slavery, is even deprived
of the necessaries of 1ife,

Human power and natural forces are
thus wasted, that the plutocracy may
nile,

Ignorance and misery with all their
concomitant evils are perpetuated, that
the people may be kept in bondage,

Science and invention are :ﬂ:emd
from their humane purpose to the en-
slavement of women and children.

Against such asystem theS, L. P. once
more enters its protest. Once more it re-
iterates its fundamemntal declaration that
private property in the natural sources
of production and in the instruments of
labor is the obvious cause of all eco-
nomic servitude and political depend-
ence; and

Whereas, the time is fast coming when,
in the natural course of wcial evolu-
tion, this system, through the destruc-
tive action of its failures and crises on
the one hand, and the constructive ten-
dencies of its trusts and other capital-
istic combinations on the other hand,
shull have worked outits own down-
fall; therefore, be it

Resolved, that we call upon the peo-
ple to organize with a view to the sub-
stitution of the co-operative common-
wealth for the present state of plan-
less production, industrial war and so-
cial disorder; s commonwealth in which
every worker shall have the free exer-
cise and full benefit of his faculties,
multiplied by all the modem factors of
civilization.

We call upon them to unite with us
in a mighty effort to gain by all prac-
ticable means the political power.

In the meantime, and with a view to
immediate improvement in the condi-
tion of Labor, we present the following
“Demands™:

SOCIAL DEMANDS,

1. Reduction of the hours of labor in
proportion to the progress of production.

(Confinued ons third page.)
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